
“The Waiting Room” 

By Minister Claytor 

Romans 8:24-26 “24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 

hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.  

 

• Introduction 

o There are two types of waiting rooms that are defined by the process of execution 

▪ The first type provides a location for individuals to wait until their 

appointment time is ready 

• These types are like a doctors’ office and other medical facilities 

▪ The other type provides a location for a group of people to wait until their 

departure is ready 

• These types are like rail stations, bus stations, and airports 

o In the waiting room, people are required to depend on the punctuality of the ones 

providing a service 

▪ We tend to like when things flow well, on our part and the provider’s part 

▪ Sometimes, things do not go as planned and we miss out on service 

• If we are lucky, we might be able to reschedule or catch the next 

one out 

• But how do we take it when we cannot reschedule and it seems 

like we have been waiting too long? 

o The book of Romans is a letter written by the Apostle Paul 

▪ Paul wrote this letter to the church in Rome 

▪ As being the church closest to Roman governance, these people most 

likely received scrutiny and persecution from the government as well as 

the people 

▪ In this letter, Paul gives insight to why God has done what He has done 

through Christ 

• We were born into slavery of sin and Christ has set of free 

• Romans 1:16, 17 states, “16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for 

it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of 

God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 

shall live by faith.” 

• Paul was very eager to get to Rome to meet and encourage the 

church, but He had to wait 

• Like Paul, we should have an eagerness to preach wherever we are 



▪ Since we all have to wait, my question to you is, what do you do in the 

waiting room? 

• Patience is a virtue 

o In the scriptures prior to our text, Paul talks about the suffering of the world 

▪ Even though the Christians in Rome were suffering, it was nothing in 

comparison to what blessings they would receive in the future 

▪ Not only would their bodies be glorified to perfection, but the earth and 

heaven would also be made whole 

▪ Ever since the beginning, the earth and everything on it, has been subject 

to the bondage of sin 

• Humans have had to work, feel pain, feel sickness, and deal with 

the burden of death 

▪ Not only have humans suffered because of sin, but so has the Earth 

• Almost every day, we hear of some type of natural disaster in the 

world 

• And when we look outside, we see the trash and filth scattered all 

over the streets 

• Every time we go to the zoo, and look at caged animals, remember, 

it is a condition of sin 

• Every time we drive our cars, and release carbon in the air, 

remember, it is a condition of sin  

• You can find Joy in the waiting room 

o As I stand here today, I am reminded of songs about “Joy” 

▪ Whether it was a Mother singing, “This Joy that I Have” or a Deacon 

singing “I Get Joy When I Think About”, they both start with Christ  

o In verse 24 of Romans chapter 8, Paul tells the church in Rome  that their hope in 

having eternal peace, is what saved them 

▪ We all love Christ but the reason we accept Him is because we will benefit  

▪ When people go to heaven, they won’t have to deal with lying girlfriends, 

cheating husbands, and jealous side-pieces anymore 

• Those are just a few that drive the average person crazy 

▪ Paul then goes on and describes to the church that hope, they can see, is 

not hope. For who hopes in what they can see 

• Are you satisfied with your current situation in life? 

• Would you be okay if everything stayed the same around you? 

• This would be called “being content” 

▪ Now, in verse 25, Paul turns it around by saying, “If we hope for what we 

do not have yet, we wait for it with patience” 

• Learn to have patience, stress doesn’t help anything 

• Learn to let it go or just deal with it… 

• We like to hope in the things we do not have yet 



• Someone might be hoping to get a new car, someone might be 

hoping to get a new house, someone might be hoping to receive a 

million dollars, and someone else might be hoping for their child to 

come home   

• Thinking in the waiting room  

o In verse 26, Paul connects and expands on the prior scriptures 

▪ He tells the church that the Spirit helps us in our weakness because we 

don’t know what to pray for, but the Spirit intercedes for us with 

groanings too deep for words  

▪ Be careful what you pray for 

▪ Be precise in your prayers 

o When you are in the waiting room, you have time to think 

o Whether you are waiting for an airplane or the dentist, what kind of thoughts are 

going through your head? 

o About three years ago, I went to urgent care for pain in my abdomen area 

▪ While there, I had to wait in the waiting room for the next available doctor 

▪ Depending on the time you go to urgent care, the waiting time can be 

minutes or hours 

▪ While waiting, I played around on my phone but as the pain increased, I 

found myself switching from the physical to dialing a Spiritual 911 

▪ When the doctor got the chance to see me, she told me I needed to go 

directly to the emergency room because my appendix might burst 

▪ At that point, I realized, how much time I had waisted in the waiting room 

▪ But God… 

▪ See, He allowed me to have another chance, so He sent me to the 

emergency waiting room 

▪ God will allow you the opportunity to relive a situation so that you can 

make the right choice the second time around 

▪ This time I prayed from the beginning and I hoped for the best 

▪ But not only was I praying but God sent prayer warriors to assist 

o We don’t always have to be in a physical waiting room 

o Your walk in Christ is a spiritual waiting room 

▪ This means we must constantly look to Jesus 

▪ The best doctor we can wait on 

▪ The best lawyer we can wait on  

▪ The best captain we can wait on 

▪ We must constantly hope 

▪ We must constantly pray 

▪ Pray and wait on the Lord 

▪ Pray and wait on the Lord  

▪ Pray and wait on the Lord 


