
Minister Claytor 

“Get Right Church and Let’s Go Home” 

Matthew 22:36-40 (KJV) 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said 

unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 

thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

 

• They say home is where the heart is  

o So, my question to you is, “Where is your heart?” 

o We can closely relate the heart to the action of love and being that Valentine’s 

Day is right around the corner, what or who do you love? 

o Some people love money, some love cars, some love clothing brands, some love 

the wrong types people, but everyone, loves something 

o How then, can we as a church come together and build something if we do not 

love the same things? 

o We must have a common understanding of what it is, we are called for 

• The author of this book is Matthew  

o Matthew was a tax collector for Herod and was hated by most of his own people 

because they considered him a “sell out” 

o  There are a lot of people who get called names because of their background  

o Once we take on the identity of being a Christian, our identity and environment 

should change 

o Whether it is a slow change or a rapid change, there should be progression and 

results 

o Matthew wrote his account of the Gospel to display Jesus as the long-awaited 

Messiah the Jews had been waiting for 

o A messiah is defined as a leader or savior for a particular group or cause 

• As a person from the poorer part of the nation and not having a formal education, 

“Yeshua” or Jesus as we call Him, did not fit the standard of being the messiah 

o The Messiah was to come through the bloodline of King David, and this man 

from Nazareth did not fit the description of royalty 



o Because of description, humans can easily be misled by what it means to be of 

true royalty and of importance 

o As we come into the text, the Pharisees thought they could outsmart this lowly 

and humble looking man with an expert in law 

o The worldly system will always have experts and rules, but if YOU learn to play 

by the rules and utilize the power of Christ, you will always win! 

▪ By God’s standard 

• When this lawyer tested Jesus, he started off with, “Master?” 

o Be careful of the sweet names and big titles people give us because more times 

than less, it is a setup or comes with a price 

o I know for a fact, when my daughter comes to me and says “Daddy” with a soft 

and sweet smile, some money is about to be spent 

o As we can see, this lawyer was coming to test Jesus by asking Him a simple 

question rather than give his view and opinion like the defeated Sadducees  

▪ Matthew 22:23-33 “23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which 

say that there is no resurrection, and asked him, 24 Saying, Master, Moses 

said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and 

raise up seed unto his brother. 25 Now there were with us seven brethren: 

and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, 

left his wife unto his brother: 26 Likewise the second also, and the third, 

unto the seventh. 27 And last of all the woman died also. 28 Therefore in the 

resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had her. 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the 

scriptures, nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither 

marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven. 

31 But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which 

was spoken unto you by God, saying, 32 I am the God of Abraham, and the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of 

the living. 33 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at 

his doctrine.  

▪ Like a lawyer, he wanted Jesus to get caught up in His answers 



▪ Unless you know the answer and context of the question, be careful of 

what you let come out 

•   The question the expert in law asked was, “which is the greatest commandment?” 

o Without hesitation, Jesus answered 

o When something is in your heart, there should be no delay in the answer 

o So, what is in your heart? 

o Jesus simply stated, “To first love God with everything we have!” 

o Do not put anything in the way of God 

o No person, substance, activity, animals, or materials should ever come between 

your love for God  

o When we learn to love God before everything else, our lives become more 

complete 

• The second part of the answer was to love your neighbor as yourself 

o How many times have we walked past and put others off because of a lack of 

love? 

o I made a challenge this month to take flowers to a nursing home on Valentine’s 

Day 

o This is a planned simple gesture that can go a long way, but what about your daily 

activities that are not planned? 

o Are you giving love? If you are, how are you giving it?  

▪ The Godly way or the worldly way 

▪ There is a difference 

o Without loving yourself, you cannot love anyone else 

• Loving ourselves means we have to guard our mind, body, and soul. 

o Don’t want you to be conceited and arrogant, be thankful for what God has given 

you 

o You are made in the image of God, in His likeness 

o Every time we alter and change who we are, we are telling God, “What you gave 

me, is not good enough?” 

o Others will respect you if you respect yourself 

o Others will love you when you love yourself 



o It has never been about how much skin you can show or how much money you 

can throw 

o All of that is short-lived! 

• Our young people throughout this nation are destroying their lives because they do not 

know how to love themselves 

o Young boys are chasing after nasty girls because the world tells them that it’s 

alright 

o They cannot get an education because they are too busy trying to act like someone 

they are not designed to be 

o Our beautiful girls are exposing themselves to boys who cannot even take care of 

themselves but are quick to get a girl pregnant and run away 

o They have lost the value of their worth and this is happening in all areas of life 

o So, stop blaming the people in lower income communities 

o  We must, as a church, get right! 

o We must be willing to be more involved 

o We have to love God first and believe He loves us 

o Once we understand He loves us, then we can love ourselves and others 

• It is time to get right church and let’s go home! 

• It is time to get right church and let’s go home! 

• Psalms 23 

 

 

 

 

 


